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We understand the difference you want to make in your life and your 

career. We challenge our students to look ahead and prepare them to lead 

the way. Through innovative programs, such as the ones outlined in this 

brochure, GW can help you reach beyond your ambition.

The Graduate Programs at GW. At GW, with our faculty of 

leading scholars and practitioners and over 200 master’s, doctoral, 

and certificate programs, we can help you reach your goals in a pro-

fessional world that is evolving daily.

Visit www.gwu.edu/gradinfo for more information about all of 

The Graduate Programs at GW.

With programs designed specifically for the busy adult professional, GW 

offers a select group of part-time graduate degree and certificate programs 

at convenient off-campus locations and through online distance learning.

Visit www.nearyou.gwu.edu for more information about the GW 

Graduate Programs Near You.
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M a s t e r  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t u d i e s  
a n d  G r a d u a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e s  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f

Security and Safety 
Leadership 

P a r t- t i m e  P r o g r a m s

O f f e r e d  b y 

T h e  G e o r g e  Wa s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  P ro f e s s i o n a l 
S t u d i e s  i n  a s s o c i at i o n  w i t h  T h e  G e o r g e  Wa s h i n g t o n 

U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  i n  P u b l i c  L e a d e r s h i p

Classes held at: 

the GW Graduate Education Center, Arlington
3601  Wi l son  Bou l eva rd , Su i t e  400 , A r l i ng ton , V i r g in i a

www.nearyou .gwu.edu

T
he rapidly evolving environment of security threats in our post 9/11 

world has resulted in increasing demand for comprehensive knowledge 

of homeland security challenges and safety leadership issues. As the 

scope of public safety duties has broadened, there have been concurrent 

increases in salaries and job prestige, resulting in an emerging group of professionals who 

have chosen security and safety leadership as their primary career interest.  The field has 

become so significant that large law enforcement agencies and government organizations 

are seeking training and continued education in security and public safety issues.
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GW has designed a new suite of Security and Safety Leadership (SSL) programs in 

response to the high demand for comprehensive, strategic knowledge of security and safety 

leadership. The intended result—enhancement of the strategic leadership skills of current 

professionals in public safety and preparation of the next generation of leaders who work 

to secure the country—will ultimately improve security policy implementation at the local 

and regional levels. The curriculum has been designed by the GW College of Professional 

Studies and the GW Center for Excellence in Public Leadership in consultation with 

metropolitan area law enforcement, police experts, the GW Elliott School of International 

Affairs, and the GW School of Engineering and Applied Sciences.   

The George Washington University’s location in the heart of the nation’s capital and 

the prestigious national reputation of its Center for Excellence in Public Leadership are 

distinct advantages of our Master of Professional Studies in the Field of Security and 

Safety Leadership.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMS

The George Washington University Master of Professional Studies and Graduate 

Certificates in the field of Security and Safety Leadership (SSL) are designed to 

meet the professional development needs of individuals who are involved in the 

public safety sector and have experience in law enforcement, emergency manage-

ment, corporate security, transportation security, fire service, public safety, public 

health preparedness, and the military.

Convenient schedule■■  using in-class and online blended teaching format.

 �Supportive, collegial cohort culture■■  where you will build professional ties 
that will last throughout your career.

Connection between your courses,■■  your job, and your career with 
coursework that combines practicality with theory.

Unique, cohesive curriculum■■  organized around the issues confronting 
Security and Safety Leadership professionals.

Highly respected degree■■  with local, national, and international recognition.

Complete the master’s degree■■  in approximately 16 months.
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The objective of the Security and Safety Leadership Program is to enhance the 

professional development of safety professionals by analyzing a wide range of 

homeland security issues, policies, and practices. Students in these programs will 

develop competencies and knowledge related to:

Homeland Security Strategy and Policy Implementation ■■

Regional Security Issues■■

Emergency Response ■■

Inter-agency Cooperation ■■

Leadership and Performance Management■■

Managing Organizational Change■■

Intelligence and Strategic Analysis■■

Toward the end of the master’s program, students will have an opportunity to 

develop subject matter expertise in a particular area of homeland security through 

the completion of their Capstone Project.
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