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We understand the difference you want to make in your life and your 

career. We challenge our students to look ahead and prepare them to lead 

the way. Through innovative programs, such as the ones outlined in this 

brochure, GW can help you reach beyond your ambition.

The Graduate Programs at GW. At GW, with our faculty of 

leading scholars and practitioners and over 200 master’s, doctoral, 

and certificate programs, we can help you reach your goals in a pro-

fessional world that is evolving daily.

Visit www.gwu.edu/gradinfo for more information about all of 

The Graduate Programs at GW.

With programs designed specifically for the busy adult professional, GW 

offers a select group of part-time graduate degree and certificate programs 

at convenient off-campus locations and through online distance learning.

Visit www.nearyou.gwu.edu for more information about the GW 

Graduate Programs Near You.

w w w. n e a r y o u . g w u . e d u
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College of Professional Studies
i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h 

The George Washington University 

LAW SCHOOL
P r e s e n t s

The Paralegal  
Studies Programs

Prestigious credentials
■

Rigorous curriculum
■

Expert faculty
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The legal landscape is changing, but the paralegal profession is still among 

the fastest growing in America. The Bureau of Labor Statistics expects 

paralegal employment nationwide to increase by at least 22 percent 

through 2016, much faster than the average for all occupations. 

The savvy use of highly educated paralegals allows lawyers to produce more work, 

more efficiently, with better results than they could without such paralegals. The 

close working relationships among attorneys and paralegals, the rising prestige of 

the profession, the increase in salaries, and paralegals’ growing responsibilities have 

created a need for more and better-educated professionals.

The GW paralegal studies programs provide the elite education paralegals require 

to meet these challenges and exceed expectations, all in a convenient downtown 

Washington, DC location.  Students who attend these evening classes can earn a 

graduate certificate in eight months and a master’s degree in fifteen months.

GW’s PARALEGAL STUDIES  
PROGRAMS

■	 Classes meet two evenings per week

 ■ 	Blended delivery combines classroom and online instruction

 ■ 	Earn the graduate certificate in eight months and the master’s degree 
in about seven more

Program at A Glance
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMS

The GW Paralegal Studies Programs prepare students to enter an increasingly 

competitive profession with confidence and acumen. Rigorous, topical courses 

include Legal Specialties in Government Law, Intellectual Property Law, and 

International Law. 

The pedagogy balances high-level theoretical, philosophical, and historical study 

with practical applications of communication, analysis, ethics, and legal technology 

skills. Expert lawyers and professors teach courses designed in conjunction with 

the legal, government, business, financial, and international communities.

In an arrangement that is unique among Washington paralegal programs, CPS 

presents the paralegal studies program in association with the GW Law School.  

Among other things, paralegal students study legal research at the Jacob Burns Law 

Library with GW law librarians, are invited to attend Law School seminars, lectures, 

and workshops and have the opportunity to intern in the GW legal clinical pro-

gram—one of the most prestigious and highly-regarded experiential learning 

programs in the nation.    
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This 18-credit program affords a superior education and prestigious credential:

■ 	12 credits of core paralegal skills

■	  �6 credits of courses in one Legal Specialty: Government Law, 
Intellectual Property Law, or International Law

A STACKABLE CREDENTIAL

Students who earn the graduate certificate in paralegal studies can apply the cre-
dential toward a master's degree in paralegal studies.

Please see page 9 for more information on the master's degree in paralegal studies.

Admission Requirements 

Students must be admitted to the College of Professional Studies to qualify for the 
master’s degree. Applicants must have: 

■	A bachelor’s degree with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or 
higher from an accredited college or university

■ 	�Official results of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), if  
applicable

	 *No GRE or LSAT is required

G R A D UAT E   C E RT I F I C AT E  I N 

PARALEGAL STUDIES
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The GW paralegal studies 18-credit graduate certificate reflects the competency 
and skills requirements of law firms, government agencies, and corporations that 
offer the majority of employment opportunities. 

The program combines classroom-based and online instruction for a rich, multi-
layered learning experience. The online component allows instructors to use edu-
cational tools not available in the classroom and allows students to work at their 
pace and convenience. 

Core Course Sequence (12 Credits total )

The core course sequence provides the education, knowledge, and skills that all 
paralegals must master to work in the legal field:

PSLX 210 American Jurisprudence (3 credits) 
An overview of the legal system, including paralegal ethics and professionalism

PSLX 211 Legal Research & Writing (3 credits) 
In-depth instruction in print and online research, writing techniques, and legal  

technologies

PSLX 212 Litigation (3 credits) 
The elements of litigation and methods of litigation support

PSLX 213 Corporate and Contracts Law (3 credits) 
Corporate practice and the basic elements of American contract law

Program Curriculum
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Legal Specialties (6 credits total) 

Students in the graduate certificate program take one Legal Specialty in addition 
to the core course sequence.  This provides a deep base of legal knowledge in a 
single, focused area.

Government Law (6 credits)
The legal underpinnings of government agencies and

government related private practices

PSLX 214 Administrative Law (3 credits) 

PSLX 215 Government Contracts Law (3 credits)

				           -or-

Intellectual Property Law (6 credits)
Comprehensive instruction in prosecution and litigation of American and  

international copyright, patent, and trademark law

PSLX 216 Elements of Intellectual Property Law (3 credits) 

PSLX 217 Prosecution and Litigation in Intellectual Property Law (3 credits)

				           -or-

International Law (6 credits)
Elements of international law, including trade and finance

PSLX 218 International Trade and Finance (3 credits)

PSLX 219 International Litigation (3 credits)
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This 32-credit program provides an advanced credential to foster career growth, 
boost earning potential, and raise federal GS level:

■ 12-credit core course sequence

■ 18 credits of Legal Specialty courses

	   	—Government Law 
	 —Intellectual Property Law 
	 —International Law

■ 2-credit Independent Research project 

■ Non-credit internship

Admission Requirements

Students must be admitted to the College of Professional Studies to qualify for 
the master’s degree. Applicants must have:

■	 A bachelor's degree with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher 
from an accredited college or university 

■ 	Official results of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL),  
if applicable

*No GRE or LSAT is required

MASTER      ’ S  DEGREE       IN  

PARALEGAL STUDIES



p a g e  1 0

Advanced Standing Policy

Students admitted to the GW master’s degree in paralegal studies program may 
qualify for advanced standing that satisfies the 12-credit core course sequence 
through:

■ 	Successful completion of GW’s Legal Assistant Program, previously offered 
through the GW Center for Career Education (CCE) or Center for Professional 
Development (CPD), with a minimum GPA of 3.0 or equivalent and 

■ 	A minimum of two years of substantive legal experience 

—or—  

■ 	Successful completion of an academic credit bearing graduate (post-baccalaureate 
level) certificate in paralegal studies from an accredited institution of higher learn-
ing with a minimum GPA of 3.0 or equivalent* and 

■ 	Successful completion of the National Federation of Paralegal Associations 
Paralegal Advanced Competency Exam (PACE), the National Association of Legal 
Assistant Certified Legal Assistant (CLA) exam, or the NALS PP or PLS exam

—or—  

■ 	Successful completion of an institutionally accredited ABA-approved post-bacca-
laureate level  paralegal education program, with a minimum GPA of 3.0 or 
equivalent* and 

■ 	Successful completion of the National Federation of Paralegal Associations Para-
legal Advanced Competency Exam (PACE), the National Association of Legal 
Assistant Certified Legal Assistant (CLA) exam, or the NALS PP or PLS exam

Legal Specialties for PROFESSIONALS

Working paralegals, attorneys, prospective law school students, and professionals with 
legal backgrounds can take free-standing paralegal studies courses to enhance their 
skills, advance their careers, prepare for law school, and deepen their understanding 
of the law.  Paralegal studies credits do not apply to law school. 

Unique features of the  
GW paralegal suite
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CURRICULUM INTEGRATION

The GW paralegal studies curriculum integrates instruction in ethics, profes-
sional responsibility, and subject matter-specific legal technologies into each course.  
Students receive LexisNexis and Westlaw memberships at the beginning of the 
program and acquire technological proficiency and ethical foundations naturally 
as they progress through their studies.

The 32-credit GW paralegal studies master’s degree curriculum reflects the com-
petency and skills requirements of law firms, government agencies, and corpora-
tions that offer the majority of employment opportunities. 

The program combines classroom-based and online instruction delivered via 
Blackboard, GW’s Web-based educational platform. The online component allows 
instructors to use educational tools not available in the classroom and allows stu-
dents to work at their pace and convenience.

Core Course Sequence (12 credits total)

The core course sequence provides the education, knowledge, and skills that all 
paralegals must master to work in the legal field:

PSLX 210 American Jurisprudence (3 credits) 
An overview of the legal system and paralegal ethics

PSLX 211 Legal Research & Writing (3 credits) 
In-depth instruction in print and online research, writing techniques, and legal technologies

PSLX 212 Litigation (3 credits) 
The elements of litigation and methods of litigation support

PSLX 213 Corporate and Contracts Law (3 credits) 
Corporate practice and the basic elements of American contract law

Program Curriculum
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Legal Specialties (18 credits total)

Master’s candidates take all three Legal Specialties in addition to the core course 
sequence.  This provides a broad, deep base of legal knowledge that candidates 
will then integrate theoretically with their independent research projects and 
practically with their internships.

Government Law (6 credits)

The legal underpinnings of government agencies and government-related private practices

PSLX 214 Administrative Law (3 credits) 

PSLX 215 Government Contracts Law (3 credits)

—and—

Intellectual Property Law (6 credits)

Comprehensive instruction in prosecution and litigation of American and  
international copyright, patent, and trademark law

PSLX 216 Elements of Intellectual Property Law (3 credits) 

PSLX 217 Prosecution and Litigation in Intellectual Property Law (3 credits)

—and—

International Law (6 credits)

Elements of international law, including trade and finance

PSLX 218 International Trade and Finance (3 credits) 

PSLX 219 International Litigation (3 credits)

—and—

PSLM 290 Independent Research Project (2 credits)

Guided, independent research to demonstrate the higher level of competency  
the master’s degree affords
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Required Application Materials 

An Electronic Graduate Admissions application is available at http://www. 
gwu.edu/gradinfo. This online process allows you to submit your graduate appli-
cation and send requests for letters of recommendation electronically.

If you choose to mail a printed application, please submit the following docu-
ments to The George Washington University, College of Professional Studies, 
Office of Admissions, 805 21st Street NW, Suite 301, Washington, DC 20052:

■  A non-refundable application fee 

■  A completed and signed application form 

■  An official or certified transcript from each institution of higher  
 education attended 

■  A statement of purpose (a 250-500 word essay outlining your academic  
 objectives and career plans) 

■  A current resume 

■  Two professional or academic references, including one from a current  
 supervisor, if possible 

■  Official results of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL),  
 if applicable 

To receive a printed application by mail, please call 1-800-JOIN-GWU.

For information about the application process costs and deadlines, call 
202.994.2083 or email applycps@gwu.edu.

financial aid

Financial aid is available for qualified students. For additional information, please 
call 202.973.1130 or e-mail applycps@gwu.edu.



FACULTY

All of the paralegal studies programs faculty members hold J.D.s, master's degrees in library and 
information science, and/or Ph.D.s, are prominent members of their professions, and have exten-
sive experience.

PROGRAM CONTACTS
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Rhonda Carter, Paralegal Manager,  
Williams & Connolly LLP

Mark Herring, J.D., Virginia State Senator

Cheryl Miller Johns, J.D., Assistant Chief 
Counsel for Telecommunications and 
Technology at US Small Business 
Administration, Office of Advocacy, Professorial 
Lecturer of Paralegal Studies, The George 
Washington University
David King, Associate Vice President, Clutch 
Group

Frederick M. Lawrence, J.D., Dean,  
The George Washington University Law  
School; Robert Kramer Research Professor  
of Law

Toni Marsh, J.D., Director, The George 
Washington University Paralegal Studies 
Programs;  Visiting Assistant Professor, College of 
Professional Studies

Connie Mokey, Assistant Dean for Student 
Success, The George Washington University 
College of Professional Studies

Michael K. Mutter, J.D., Partner, Birch, Stewart, 
Kolasch, & Birch, LLP, lecturer, The George 
Washington University

Scott B. Pagel, J.D., M.A.L.S., Associate Dean 
for Information Services; Director, The George 
Washington University Jacob Burns Law Library; 
Professor of Law

DeAndra Roaché, Corporate Paralegal 
Specialist, Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Kristen Rompf, J.D., Recruiting Manager, 
Robert Half Legal

Gregory K. Smith, J.D., Partner, LeBoeuf, 
Lamb, Greene & MacRae LLP; Professorial 
Lecturer in Law, The George Washington 
University Law School

Sally A. Vogel, B.A., Mount Vernon College, 
Vice President of Federal Sales, LexisNexis

Roger Whitaker, Ph.D., Professor, Graduate 
School of Education and Human Development

ADVISORY BOARD

Program Director
Toni Marsh, J.D. 

202.994.2844 
marsht01@gwu.edu 

Program Representative
Lynn Griffin 
703.248.6209 

griffinl@gwu.edu



 

Alexandria Graduate  
Education Center 
1925 Bal lenger Avenue 
Suite 250  
Alexandria,  VA  22314 
Metro:  King Street

Graduate Education 
Center,  ArlinGton 
3601 Wi lson Boulevard  
Suite 400 
Ar l ington, VA 22201 
Metro:  Virginia Square

Hampton Roads Center 

1 Old Oyster Point Road  
Suite 200 
Newport News, VA 23602

K street center  
for professional  
education 
2020 K Street NW  
Lower Level  
Washington, DC 20006  
Metro:  Foggy Bottom or  
Farragut West

Virginia Campus -  
Loudoun 

Academic Bui lding 1 
20101 Academic Way 
Ashburn, VA 20147

Academic Bui lding 2 
44983 Knol l  Square  
Ashburn, VA 20147

GW GRADUATE CENTERS

w w w . n e a r y o u . g w u . e d u

l �Hanover High School 
10307 Chamber layne Road 
Mechanicsv i l le ,  VA 23116

l �ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY  
CENTER 

1800 Col lege Crescent 
V i rg in ia Beach, V i rg in ia 23453
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